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1. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.1. To consider the revised Home to School Travel Assistance Policy (Appendix 1) 
and approve its use for local decision making. This policy will be continually 
reviewed as the full impact of the Children and Families Act becomes more 
evident. 

2. REASONS FOR DECISION 

2.1. This Cabinet Member decision is required as the implementation of the 
guidelines will affect a distinct group of young people within the borough. There is 
no significant expenditure attached to the implementation of these proposals. 

3. BACKGROUND  

3.1. The Local Authority has a duty and has powers to make particular travel 
arrangements for children with special educational needs and disabilities in order 
to facilitate their attendance at an appropriate education provision. This is set out 
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in the Education Act 1996, as amended in section 77 of the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006.  

3.2. The SEN Service has recently revised the Borough’s Home to School Travel 
Assistance Policy as the previous version contained ambiguous and often 
confusing language which resulted in inconsistencies in decision making. The 
revised policy has been produced so that the process by which the local authority 
decides whether a young person is entitled to travel support is clear and 
transparent. 

3.3. It is anticipated that the implementation of the revised policy will not result in any 
significant changes to the number of young people who receive home to school 
travel support. 

3.4. Reflecting our high aspirations for children and young people, the Borough is 
aiming to increase the provision of ‘Independent Travel Training’ and the revised 
version of the policy will now include a specific ‘Independent Travel Training 
Policy and Strategy Document’ as an appendix. Independent travel training is just 
one part of the continuum of travel assistance support that the local authority 
offers – it provides tailored and practical help in travelling by public transport, on 
foot or by bicycle and has been proven to be beneficial by enabling greater 
access to recreational facilities, further education and ultimately employment 
opportunities. 

4. CONSULTATION 

4.1. Extensive consultation on the policy has been undertaken with: 

 Parents of children and young people with SEND, represented by 
Parentsactive  

 Local authority officers  

 Local authority and specialist SEN legal advisors 

4.2. We will continue to monitor the effectiveness of the policy during the first year of 
operation. We will make amendments as required to ensure that all statutory 
legislation continues to be complied with. 

5. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1. This policy is being implemented to ensure that children and young people with 
special educational needs and disabilities are subject to a fair and equitable 
decision making process when applying for home to school travel assistance. 

5.2. The impact of the new policy regarding equalities will be monitored during the 
first year of implementation and any necessary amendments to the policy will be 
made if required. 

 

6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 



6.1. It is the responsibility of parents and carers to ensure that their children attend 
school and this includes the necessary travel arrangements to and from school. 
The Local Authority has a duty and has powers to make particular travel 
arrangements for children with special educational needs and disabilities to 
facilitate their attendance at an appropriate education provision.  

6.2. These responsibilities are set out in the Education Act 1996, as amended in 
section 77 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006. It is important to note that 
the 2006 Act refers to travel rather than transport. Therefore travel assistance 
can consist of a range of options depending on the needs of the pupil. 

6.3. The revised policy has been developed in line with statutory guidance issued by 
the Department for Education and good practice implemented across the West 
London Alliance of local authorities. The policy has also been reviewed by the 
local authority’s Legal Department and independent specialist SEN legal advisors 
to ensure that it is legally robust. 

7. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. A result of the current policy is that a number of young people who may not 
necessarily require travel assistance are in receipt of support. This not only limits 
their potential to achieve independence as they transition into adulthood, but also 
results in an ineffective use of local authority funding. It is anticipated that, in the 
medium to long-term, the implementation of the new policy will ensure that only 
those young people with the greatest need will be in receipt of more expensive 
forms of travel assistance, allowing a more effective use of reducing local 
authority resources, which can be directed to the funding of frontline SEN 
Provision. 
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